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If, after the opening of the congress, the belligerent
powers desire to conclude an armistice as was the
case in Paris with Prince Schwarzenberg, I am ready
to agree to it. Your Majesty will see from what I
say, which is what I said six months ago, that I desire
to avoid the effusion of human blood and to put an
end to the troubles which afflict so many nations."

The Emperor Francis trusted in his son-in-law's
sincerity, and at first thought that the congress
would be of importance. Metternieh, who really
desired peace, was confident and happy. The Count
of Narbonne wrote to the Duke of Bassano, May 21,
1813 : " Since my arrival here I have not seen M. de
Metternieh so satisfied as he appears at this moment.
* Well,' he said to me, 'm I hope that the time is come
when the Emperor Napoleon will be convinced that
we are neither fools nor traitors. Confess that I was
right in guessing that he would at last do ns justice,
and see that the simplicity of the plans required
no explanation or development. His letter to Ms
father-in-law, which I have not yet read, though I
have heard most of its contents, is exactly what I
should have desired, and at any rate, what we hear
exceeds all my hopes. Though I have not been to
Laxenberg, but am going to-morrow with Bubna, I
can tell you now that His Majesty is delighted, and
will send him off with instructions which ought to
please Napoleon.' I repeat it. I have never seen
him more thoroughly pleased. . . . Day before yes-
terday at Laxenberg, a man whom I know was speak-